
INTRODUCTION FOR LIVE STREAMING, MAY 9, 2021
 11:20 Sunday Morning, @ www.facebook.com/austinvillecovertchurches
GOOD MORNING!  WELCOME TO OUR AUSTINVILLE / COVERT SUNDAY SERVICE.

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
MAY WE PRAY:   

Our Father in Heaven,
Now thank we all –our God, with hearts and hands and voices.  You, wondrous things have done –in whom Your world

rejoices.  You, from our mother’s arms have blessed us on our way with countless gifts of love –And still are ours today. 

Keep us in Your grace; and guide us when perplexed.  Free us from all ills in this world and the next.

            ~  In the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ,  AMEN

Doxology Connie Sickler   

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS:
Services were held for Grace Hewitt Balmer, @ 12 Noon, May 1st at Bradford County Memorial Park.
Cards may be sent to: William & Linda (Balmer) Hurd,   3056 Robinson Rd.  Wellsburg, NY 14894
Services were held for Wendell Chub @ 1 PM, Saturday, May 1st  at Bradford County Memorial park.
Services for Tim Jennings were held 11 A.M., Saturday, May 8, at Vickery’s in Troy. Burial was at Glenwood.

Services for Harry Brelsford will be held June 6th  at Valley Road Picnic Pavilion, 48 Valley Road, Titusville, NJ
Check our church facebook for more info.  For Cards:  Julie Brelsford  321 Fields Road, Troy, PA 16947
Services for Charles Babcock will be held at 11 AM, June 12 at the Covert Church.  Check our church facebook for more
info.  For Cards:  Mallory Babcock 41 Stoney Ledge Lane, Troy, PA 16947

So sorry to learn of the death of Marlene Taylor, Marlene and her husband Bob were great supporters of the building
projects at both churches.  She is remembered with fond appreciation.  Cards may be sent to:
Bobbie Jo (Taylor) Thuotte 8575 Old State Road,   Troy, PA 16947

It turns out that the vaccines work better than we had a right to hope for –As it turns out following
the science is working out so much better for us, than for those who followed their “hunches.”  Want
to get back to normal and protect the economy?  Get your vaccination –things won’t be right till you
do!  Be part of solution; get vaccinated –we’re “circling the wagons against this virus.  Join the
circle.  Don’t “wait for better,” “work for better” –get your shot!   Walk-in vaccinations for ages 16
and up are available at the Guthrie Vaccine Clinic at the old Sayre K-Mart -or 
www.guthrie.org/vaccine or call 866-488-4743 for an appointment. There are now many, many
more handy places right near you to get vaccinated. Can’t get there?   Let us know.  We’ll take you.
Wear your mask, keep physical distanced, wash your hands.  Get your vaccine as soon as you can.

We will be taking our “wear your mask” off the church sign as soon as “First Citizen Community Bank, Lowe’s and
WalMart take their’s down.”   There are fully vaccinated people who still wear their mask some –they know that they are
not in danger –even if they themselves did get it;  but, if they did happen to get it, they wouldn’t want to spread it to you. 
Of course there are those with respiratory problems who cannot wear masks –but, that shouldn’t stop the rest of us from
doing our part to help them be a little safer.   Gloria and I are fully vaccinated –and, believe me, life is so much easier! 
Doctors and Nurses do God’s work too!  Remember?  The Apostle Luke was a doctor.

So glad you are here,  Gloria Dziuba at the piano, Gloria at the organ, Gabrielle Fish  at the camera, Connie Sickler
(leading our singing), some choir members to give us words for our hymns, all of you who have gathered around your
devices. We’re trying hard to keep you safe.  We’ve come a long way –let’s not give up until we’re all safe.

http://www.gutherie.org
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Keeping Up With Yourself

"They made me the keeper of the vineyards, but my own
vineyard I have not kept!" (Song of Solomon 1:6).

There are some names that “rattle around in my brain.”  
Phoebe, who was the first woman deacon.  Debra, who

was a woman prophet in the Old Testament.  Lydia, who was a bible teacher in the New Testament.  This
woman is given no name –however, I think about her a lot.

This woman said so much in one line.  Her story is a modern story, because it always threatens to be our
own story.  Because of her lack of attention to herself, this young lover acknowledges that however
promising she is, she is not as fair as she might have been.  She realizes that she has not done half so
well as she might have.

Therefore, there is a touch of tears in her voice as she tells us the secret of her failure.  She has been so
busy that she has been forced to neglect herself:  "They made me the keeper of the vineyards, but my
own vineyard I have not kept."

Everyone of us know what it is to neglect our own business for the sake of tending some other business. 
For example, during the four years that I worked on my graduate degree, I did not reconcile my check
book.  It was a good thing that no one got a good look at my check-book.  Graduation found many things
in a sorry state of repair.  I am sure that you can point to a pursuit in your life that put you in a state of
neglect concerning your own personal condition.  Sometimes it’s just raising children.  I remember a
woman who said, "I slaved for these kids, I've sacrificed, gone without sleep, scrimped and agonized,
now I'm going to have a `nervous breakdown'.  "I've earned it, I deserve it, you cannot stop me, no one is
going to deprive me of my nervous breakdown."  I tell this story by way of caution; don't wait too long to
take time for yourself.

It is often true that the joys of motherhood are never fully experienced until the children are in bed.  Of
course, sometimes they won't go to bed!  Gloria always said, that's why she took so long to get an electric
dishwasher; according to her, a mother can have a few minutes to herself at the end of the day by doing
the dishes --nobody will come near.  I've noticed, as I watched our grandchildren with their mothers, that
the quickest way for a mother to get her children's attention is to sit down and look comfortable.

Kids are all different, you never know what you're going to get until they arrive.  They're like a surprise
package that you open at birth.  They certainly can embarrass us.  When we lived in Washington State on
the Columbia River, Gloria has a friend  who lived in our neighborhood.  She often came for morning
coffee.  One morning three-year-old Connie was sitting on her lap and asked, “What’s wrong with your
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face?”  After a couple more times, with no response, she asked Gloria, “Mommy, what’s wrong with her
face?”  Well, she was having what we call a “complexion problem.”   We all know the feeling.  Right? 
One of the best thing about being over 70 is that you don’t get “zits” anymore.  A mother in Colorado was
so embarrassed by her kids that she attended PTA under an assumed name.

This morning, I want to give the text its wider spiritual meaning.  The woman tells a story that should
interest every Christian.  The application goes like this: We, ourselves, must be what we ought to be in
order to do what we ought to do.  What we are as Christians will make a great deal more difference than
what we do as Christians.

What is the secret of this kind of failure?
First, it is not a positive and aggressive sin.  That is, the failure is not intended.  In her zeal and dedication
to serve, to be productive and useful, this woman "falls short" by "falling apart."  She is like an aircraft with
no maintenance.  If she should fall from the sky, carrying her passengers, it will not be by design or
intention.  It will be by a neglect of herself.  She hasn’t come in for her regular service schedule --she just
keeps on flying, and flying, and flying.  Willful wrong will always rob us of our power; like Samson, it takes
away our strength.  Still, that is not the secret of this failure.

Second, her failure was not born of idleness.  Certainly, idleness is a cause of disaster.  More people who
have begun the Christian life fail through idleness, through shirking their responsibilities, than for any
other reason.  The Christian who does nothing will fail.  We tend to forget this important truth.  We are
inclined to think that people are lost simply because they do wrong.  However, most people are lost
because they do nothing.

On the contrary, this failure is a worker.  In fact, this is the kind of failure that comes from being too busy. 
"My own vineyard I have not kept."  Why?  "Because I have been so busy working in the vineyards of
others.  I have been so earnest and enthusiastic about God's work that I have lost touch with Him myself." 
Yet, have we ever stopped to think that we are God's work?  The woman cautions us, "I have pulled
weeds in every garden but my own."  I get the impression that she's about to institute a change!

Third, there is great public pressure to continue in this kind of self-neglect.  It is the American way.  It
seems honorable to be so concerned with the needs of our world that we forget our own.  There is lots of
credit for the person who will do just a little bit more.  How many sermons have we heard about people
who "burned out" for God?  Are we suppose to copy these people?  Not according to the advice of the
woman in our story; she claims it was her down-fall.

I once heard a person say with considerable disgust, "She is all wrapped up in her family," as if that might
be some sort of sin.  If we were all “all wrapped up in our families,” there would be someone taking care
of every single child.  Today it is easy to commend people for being so busy that they have forgotten that
they, themselves, have a soul.  It is the American way.

Fourth, the temptation to neglect ourselves is pressing today because there is so much to be done. 
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There will always be news, because there will always be some unattended need upon which to focus. 
Utopia will always be a long ways away.  It is so with the church.  No matter how much she accomplishes
and cares, there will always be something that she misses, even overlooks.  The machinery of the church
has greatly multiplied.  We are always in danger of being overcome with noble programs (I do not say that
sarcastically; they are noble.)

There is great need in our world.  However, there is nothing to be gained by taking on another vineyard, if
only to let our own grow up to weeds.  The person who will count for God must take time to be with God
and heal.  The fact of the matter is, it should be the good job in our own vineyard that commends us for
work in another vineyard.

Even when we render healing service toward other People, Paul cautions, "But watch yourself, or you
also may be tempted" (Galatians 6:1).  In other places he encourages, "Train yourself to be godly" (1
Timothy 4:7), and "Keep yourself pure" (1 Timothy 5:22).  It is no good to help others gain spiritual skills
while our own skills are allowed to slip!  "Do your best to present yourself to God as an approved
workman" (2 Tim. 2:15).  Titus cautions that what recommends one to the service of a deacon is to keep
one's self first, and one's own family second (Titus 1:5-11).  We must be concerned about ourselves.

The most important vineyard in all the world is your vineyard.  This busy worker failed because she,
herself, had fallen into a state of disrepair.  Work for its own sake is not the product of God.  We must
never forget that no amount of work will save us, "Not by works of righteousness, but according to his
mercy he saved us" (Titus 3:5).  In the Bible, the elder son was a diligent worker, but got no approval, for
he had no good will toward the father.  I think we all know that in the working world, our attitude is even
more valuable to an employer than our skills.  Jesus told the story of a man who said, "Lord, Lord, I have
done many wonderful works in your name."  The master replied, "I never knew you."

How may we avoid this kind of failure?
"They made me the keeper the vineyards, but my own vineyard I have not kept."  What we do for others
will never make up for what we do not do for ourselves.  God has invested in us; we must take a clue
from that and continue to invest in ourselves.  To keep the vineyards of others is a very worthy and noble
ambition; however, we must realize that our power to keep the vineyard of another is measured by the
ability we have of keeping our own.  The American public is not "out to lunch" when it is concerned about
the personal conduct of public leaders.  Yes, we’re human, and we can and must forgive; however, we
must still have expectations.  We can’t expect to hire “bad people” with the plan of using “bad people” to
do good!

What, then, is the remedy?  The remedy is to keep priorities.  We account for ourselves first, our family
next, and others third.  In this way, we will have the most to give others.  Why is that?  It is because the
best service comes from a strong you.  The answer is not to lose interest in the welfare of others; the
answer is not to disregard the question "Where is your brother."  Priorities cannot slip for long before we
begin to slip with them. 
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The surest way to do better is to begin by being better.  You may be interested in changing others; but,
God is interested in changing you.  Every one of us could stand some changing.  You may be interested
in fixing others; but, God is interested in fixing you.  God did not say to Abraham, "You shall be a blessing
and I will bless you."  He did say, "I will bless you, and then you will be a blessing."   The promise was
"You shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and then you shall be witnesses."  It was
not, "You shall witness, and therefore the Holy Spirit will come upon you."

We must never take on another vineyard, when taking it on means weeds will grow in our own.  We
should never criticize the person who is at least taking good care of his or her own vineyard.

Paul said to young Timothy, "Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these
things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers" (1 Timothy 4:16).  Have you ever
thought of evangelism in these terms?

What is the good news about the American home?
Many dads are becoming partners with mom in parenting.  That is a wonderful thing.  Two heads are
always better than one, and two heads in a household are better than one!  As mom has gone into the
work place, many moms and dads are actually taking turns with the kids.  I think some of the new
generation of dads are far advanced of the old generation of dads.  I admire them.  They are far more fair
with their wives than earlier generations ever thought or knew to be.  I believe that God is at work!

I think moms are amazing.  I predict that moms will prove the "doomsayer" wrong when the dust settles
and we see how they have found creative solutions to support family values in a challenging/changing
time.  Think again what a family really is: If it is defined as one in which the husband and wife are
committed to each other for life, and hold strong family values  –that they are both committed to these
kids,  then, it is certainly not about to die out!  Of course Moms and Dads have had a struggle reinventing
themselves in the midst of more challenge and change than any other generation in human history has
had to face –but, they are doing it, and they are going to do it.

In the meanwhile, moms and dads alike, we must listen to this ancient woman who cautions us: "They
made me the keeper of the vineyards, but my own vineyard I have not kept."  My bet is that in the end,
Mom will win.  Especially if Dad helps her!  Especially if they help each other.  Especially if they work
together.  I think, in the end, the mom in our story did win!  Mom, don’t give up –And don’t give up on
yourself!
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